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specific. uIC Interviews cf Lois Lder and Baron Heinrich von Hast 



1. Attached are draftcp^ies of interviews held by 

members of CIC Linz with J^aSSgr , Ar.it jlarfc s ont at ivc in 

Austria, ar>i( - aron^Heinrick voj^kst , yaka^ : jar lyTjast , former 
associate cl nbetbl ■ s~"in~ many of Hoettl* ^ nefarious intelligence 
scheme* Little new or of specific value relating to the Tophole 
case 5s evidenced in the attached. G-2 is now determined to 
follow down all leads on Hoettl on a "routine basis'*. 

2. On page 2 of the 27 March 1S53 interview of Lois 
Eder, it will be noted that L’dor alleges that iioettl iiad contact 
with a Soviet Colonel named Siam and.claimgj, that the inter- 
mediary between Hoettl and the Ccicne| iva^^^ocia je vicz , who is 
identical with the individual ( Dc-roda jkewyes ) reported by 
Grossbahn soixce as a mutual friend of Hoettl and CC-2. 




3./JI further lead which G-2 is following down is that 
one Rafae¥*?uaila, a reporter in Lins and a casual informant 
of ClC, has" indfeat e d to C1C Linz (S/a Brill) that onS ^ronge l . 
QfnuJ a former partner of Iioettl in the Liboiimgen Verlag rid 
Tttrnish information on Hoettl. Tongel allegedly has a residence 



1 a former partner of Iioettl in the Libolimgen Verlag rid 




in Alt Aussce and works from Monday until Thursday weekly in the 
Vienna Slaughter HouseGt Mars (sic). Another lead furnished by 
rkialla is that one C grTwuehr er , a former associate cf Hoettl in 
the SS, has accuoedHoettl of wonting wi tii tf ^i.POe . fuehrer is 
currently the manager of foe Tins coal f jrmv ABiSC:;. ^ 
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Merer. 



Cta 27 March 1953* Baron Heinrich for. that, bjca ffarr; 'a f t , born 26 
December 1897 In Lia*/Donau, residing Linz, rethlcher-ciraas*# Id, was inter- 
▼letted ly Agent at the offices of the Kitwlunf^nverlag, Lina, Betnlehem- 

etrasse 68, and stated in substance as follows; 

He net SUBJECT in late W9 or early 1950 throagh ^r.j Otto’fehott. 

Both SUBJECT and Mast are historians and t as such, have comnon interests which 
brought them together for frequent meetings and discussions. At that time 
Hast, a close friend of Dr. Schott, was advisor at the Kibe lungenver lag. In 
January 1952, SUBJECT and a former major in the German General Staff, Gerhard 

y*T • — 

Schacht from Munich, approached Mast- and asked him to Join the German Intelli- 
gence Agency Amt Blank:. Mast accepted the offer and severed his relations 
with the German intelligence organization of Generalov onyGehlen, with whom he 



had allegedly been working since 19^7. After that time, Mast's ties to SUBJECT 
became closer, not only on an official and business basis, but also personally. 
In Hoveaber 1952, Mast was appointed manager, with power of attorney,, for the 
Tibelungenverlag. Mast referred to hie relations with SUBJSCTT during this 
period as a comradeship, whereby he pointed out that he, as the older one, was 
frequently consulted hjr SUBJECT for advice, not only on matters pertaining to 
the publiehing houee, but alBo on matters pertaining to SUBJECT 1 b private busi- 
ness. Hast also stated that SUBJECT has always been very reserved and discreet 
* ‘in dealing with Heat. 



, ’ > J During the course of this interview, the undersigned questioned Mast con- 

: Av A 

< *\5!; v Wrning hi* knwlwlg. at SUBJECT*. Intelligence actlrltles. Kaat pointed out 
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KCBTTL, Dr. Villi 2? :;arv: 1953 

that he know e very little about SUBJECT’S lnt*d 1 igenoe contacts, b».t .-at 

£* 

SUBJECT worked for GIC from 19^5 to 19^9 through *»ne Srich Kernteeier, at 



Gnnnden, Upper Austria, and from early 1951 to October 1952 SUBJECT worked 



for the German Intelligence Service Amt Blank. His chief At that time was 

ColUt&rO 

ft ColongSTtoltt g, who was in charge of the Austrian Desk, Amt Blank, and who 



was working closely with the chief of the Munich office, Gerhard Schacht, a 
former major in the German General Staff, liaison officer between this group 



and the mala office of Amt Blank at thAt time vaa 



Gen eral St^^namej^^teg^ ^ 

In. Koveaber 1952, after SUBJECT lost his Job with Amt Blank, EOETTL took 
up contact with the organization von Gehlen and tried to arrange for an incor- 
poration of HGETTL’s intelligence net into the organization of von Genian. 

Mast stated that to the beat of his knowledge these negotiations have not been 
concluded and that SUBJECT is also presently negotiating with an Acer ! cat 
agency engaged in the observation of E&at-Veat Trade, The name -»f this 
jation is unknown to Mast, 



Concerning SUBJECT'S it: telllgenne contacts in Itnly, Hast gt*n ed that 

to 

HCETTL took a trip to Bow In Hay \95?f negotiate •i^r.r.trct ‘ *-5r*. Vatirar 



officials. However, SUBJECT never the naiw of ;•« is j . aj» V? Va*:i.»ui 

Intelligence, only his number, which Mast allegedly forgot. Ac: r;VU:.: V . un, 
SUBJECT had made planB for the establishment of an intelligence net f^r^btie 
Vatican, but he allegedly never received permission from Ant t»* scLlvr- V 

this net, which was to extend deyrp into the Balkan countries* . 
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k short tl me after newspaper publicity had been given tue Pongs r- 
Yorber espionage case. Mast received a letter froa SUBJECT in which he aakmd 
Hast for his advice and opinion concerning the Ponger affair, since SUBJECT 
had known Ponger personally and had been in journalistic contact with hi a. 

In this letter SUBJECT pointed out that he was in possession of correspo^ence 
with Ponger which would always prore his harmless connect lone with the nan, 
but ae SUBJECT stated, at this aoaent of his negotiations with the Ton Gehlen 
organist ion. It could possibly be eabarraasing to be involved in the Fosger- 
Yerber affair. Mast explained to SUBJECT that in hi a opinion the entire affair 
was not to be Uhsa seriously at all and he adrieed HQBTTL to hold back all the 
infonsation o oncoming the case and not to turn it over to the Americans at 
this tise. When asked by this Agent why he gave HOBTTL this adrlce, Mast 
explained that in hit opinion both Ponger and Yerber, aa former U.S. Arny 
officers, h«d probably been assigned by U.S. intelligence to penetrate Soviet 
intelligence and tpd' tho U.S. Goto rumen t probably felt that the time had now 
come to close thia •play" by officially arroeting both men and returning them 
to Washington. Maat aaid that ha never knew that HGETTL had never been in con- 
tact with Ponger and that he had never mat the man. HGZTTX also informed Maat 
that he has written a memorandum covering his connections with Ponger and has 
turned this memorandum over to a representative of the organisation of von 
Oehlon to be covered in case an investigation should reveal bis connections to 
..Ponger, Maat allegedly did not agree with this typs of "back insurance" but 
there was nothing he could do about it* In closing, Maat told this Agent that 
Dr. H0ETT1 has been questioned aeK®rel times during the past few weeks by CIC 
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4gpp^l ia Salstax^that his documents bars been examined, sad that STIBJBCT'a 

tlft t ( ml MLftfeais Hoettl, has informs! Mast ly t els phone from Sals hare that 

✓ • • 

snxTthlai la going fin* aad not to worry. 

Ia ooaolueion, ths undersigned briefly questioned Hut concerning his 
own intelligence activities to ths prsasat date and he gpv* ths following 
infartaatloiu 

la 1917 - latalligsnce Officer, Austrian- Hangar inn ir^ 

Prior to 1938 - Osrasa Abwshx, Military Intelligence 

19*7 to Pshroazy 1952 - Qsraan Intelligence, Organisation ron Qehlen - 
Military sad Political Iritslligsncs. 

-• > Prior to 30 Cotobsr 1952 - Vortosd under Dr. HCDBHI» as deputy for ths 
Asatrian Section of ths 1st Blank, 

igsat 1 S Potest It is this Agent's opinion that Mast is In a position and ready 
to give a lot acre Information than he has given so far. Mast has aado an 
attsapt during the course of this Interview to * whitewash" SDBJ30T as onch as' 
possible ia order to cover up hie own association with HGSTTL and tnelr intelli- 
gence sotlvltiss. Hast has been cooperative , but it has been impossible for 
this Agent to obtain nor* Inf or nation from bin without any SSI's whatsoever. It 
la therefore reSoanendsd that detailed SSI's be furnished this Agent to be able 
to oo^htet a thorough ixaNrroghtion of Harry Meet, 
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Before ace fttl from. H* 430th OIC Operations, dated 26 Iterch 1953, 

Oh 27 March 1953* the undersigned interviewe d ^oj^i^lBdar^ bora 17 
February 1919* St. Vlorian, near Lina, at hit heme, Lies, Loeenetelneretmise 
13, In tha presence of S/A Hi chard B. Baris. During tha interview Sdar a tat ad 
in eubetance tha following: 

Ha sat SUBJECT In July 1952 through Dr. Otto Schott at tha Hibelungen- 
verlag, Lins , Bethlehem* traaaa 66. Since that time Eder has seen SUBJECT only 
approximately once a mouth during the period July 1952 to October 1952 and 
Xder baa had no personal contact vlth SUBJECT since. He explained the reason 
for tha sudden break and. stated that he found out that HGEPTL had bean spread- 
ing s lan^ous rtuaore and lies about him. They had a number of argument a error 
personal matters, and H03ETTX accused him of being a radical nso-Basi, adding 
a number of personal Insults. Since October 1952 he has occasionally cor- 
responded vlth SUBJECT and Jder explained that If nsceeeary he would he willing 
to provide this Agent with copies of tha letters. 

During conrersatl one which Sdar bad with Dr. Schott, he four*! out that 
SUBJECT had bean working for a Oermn intelligence agency, presumably Amt Blank. 
SUBJECT allegedly furnished this agency anti-Soviet intelligence, which ha 
obtained from various Sub-eourcee, including Bder, who has been working as a 
represent a tire and traveling sale earn for a candy firm named Huber 4 Company. 
During the course of hi a travels to the Soviet Zone cf Austria, mostly In Lower 
Austria and the Muahlviertel area of Upper Austria, Bder collected positive 
intelligence information and turned over to HCBTTL GB information concerning 
Soviet troops in Urfahr , Bohr bach, St. Valentin, and Ennadorf. SUBJECT pro- 
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▼ iou»ly told Sdar that ho neodad this infonnatlon for Amt Blank. 
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Ch tofidfgr, 22 Mrch 1953. Wm h*d a aMtlsc with an aoqpalntaae. 
whoee a&M ha did not wish to divulge. Durlac the court* of this ccerre reac- 
tion, this tunm» d Source told hi* that SUBJBQf had Wen In contact with 
fonder, an in or loan who vai operating a neve f&taay and photo labor* 1 0 x 7 in 
Vienna. HOJEETL allegedly net Ponder In Hureertwrg during the War Criae* 
trials, where Ponder worked ae an interrogator and HQtTTL wee a vltMM, This 
mummed Source told Xder that naterlal allegedly was found In Ponder's posse s- 
si on which or ixl ns ted rlth SUBJSOT. H03TTL has allege dir giwen Ponder n uxor cue 
report* of a political nature which he had compiled for the Ant B lank. Be gart 
copies of these reports to Fonder. 

Jlder farther told this Agsnt that SUBJECT has been in aontact with a 
Sorlet colonel named Stern, a staff officer of the Historical Section of Soriet 
Headqsscztars i* Tleua. The intermediary between HOQBPTL and Colonel Stem 
allegedly was one Borodai rric* (j±l onet 1 c ) . According to Bder, Colonel Stem is 
now allegedly tn the Soriet Zone ef GeMeggf^ 

In CctoWr 1952. S0BJ3CT tried to sctabliah.e contact betwaan Q-2 (£±Xs- 
bars) the isct Plash. According to Sder, a representative ef 515 Salzburg 
allegedly turned down aSJBJSCT's offer, stating * that thaB-orm Intel llgenca 
Wrrias is nothing but a big bluff*. 3KB8 STSSL hiaealf told thin to Sdsr, stating 
that the Ant Blank had lnfon&ed StJBJBOT that his services were no longor needed* 









£!&g 



ftj 



■yu*t abaci during this tiae, Sder had returned from a threa-weefc course at the 
tuts for Political Education under j^ rcfewsor located at 

Beeotot/Odatnrald, near Frankfurt/ Win, Geraauy. Upon hi* WtuPn a cs£<sa*d 

Bder of having dsnouoced hie to the German Intelligence S«rrica v 

Jfranfcfurt. -Sf* "■ 
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According to Eder, SUBJECT h am also been In contact with the Tat lean 
Intelligence Servlos. SUBJECT allegedly received monthly situation report* 
on the world situation from the Vatican and has boon in touch with & Catholio 
priest , nnmir unknown, whom SUBJECT has known from his work with tha S3) during 
World War II. 

r, ■ \ ,,w 

In addition, Eder told this Agent that SUBJECT worked with^aJQr^^ 
of Salsburg, residing Altais aster, District Gsnmden, Uppsr Austria, who has 
boon writing situation reports for SUBJECT on tha aconoaic and political situ- 
ation in Austria. SUBJECT allegedly race It od thaae reports onoe a month. 

In conclusion, this Agent briefly questioned Eder concerning his connec- 
tions with any U.S. intelligence agencies and was told that he, Eder, is 
•indirectly - working for an unnamed U.S. intelligence agency, explaining further 
that all this information is channeled to NATO Headquarters, near Parle, for 
dissemination and evaluation. 

Agent* s Hote: It is the opinion of ths undersigned that Eder is possibly in 

touch with an operative of the German Intelligence Agency of General Ton 
Oehlen and that Eder is reporting to this agency on political, primarily neo- 
Wasi , activities in Austria. Eder was very cooperative during this Interview 
procdssd to furnish additional information only after he ham consulted with 
what is believed to be his control agent. 
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teferanc# TVI from Hq. V)Oth CIC Operations, dated 26 March 1953. 

On 30 March 1953, Lola Ider waa intorriewed V thia Agent in tho 
preaanoe of S/A Blohard B« Daria at Bder f a home, Lins, Keferfeld, Loaenateia- 
erwtraea* 13. Idar atated in aubetance the falltmring: 

Her ia presently in contact with a repreeentatire of tha Amt fuer 
V«rf aarungMchnt 1 in Bonn whoa a name ha did not rereal. According to Idar, 
this ana has excellent connectiona with a IT. S. intelligence agency, nano 
unknown. Her has Meeting* with thia wan once a month. Hie next Beating has 
been eat for on or about 20 April 1953. According to Ider, he wa* told by thia 
aaxx on Sunday, 22 March 1953. that material containing information of a politi- 
cal nature was found in connection with a eearch of Ponger* a belonging*. Thia 
Material allegedly originated with Dr. HOSTTl. In addition, tha unnaaad man 
axUced Me r at hi* last aeetirg to try and obtain additional Information con- 
cerning Ponger and HG5BTTX in Vienna and al*o najaee of poiiible contacta between 
tha two Men. 

According to Mer, HCSET1 not only worked for German, U.S. and Vatican 
intelligence age note 0 r but alio for a Svlea intelligence agency. Approximately 
two year* ago, a former German Aroy officer, named Balnond Strangl, was arrested 
\xr Sorlet authoritlea in Viener/Heuatadt . Mer did aome checking on hia own and 
later also talk ed to SCTBJBOT, who told him that Strangl worked for the Swlee, 
and it la Idar 1 a opinion that Strangl has giren HCBSPTI# oopiea of tha report*, 
which Strangl robed. t ted to Swiaa Intelligence, 
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lUr Also told this Agent that HC3TTL ha 8 boon working for iom tine 
for the Buret/. His contact to TIS allegedly was an Austrian, vhoee naxte ha 
doss not know. H0HTTL hiasolf told Jtdar at one time that ho wu In contact 
with Trench Intelligence. 

In conclusion, S&*r told this Agent that HOTTPL never trusted hla, srea 
before he had accused Idsr of haring denounced hie to 0-8 resin In tel life no*. 
Baron ran Mast and Bdar hare bean enables since January 19 53. *h*n Mast 
allegedly tried to denounce Sder to Trench authorities in connect ion vlth his 
publication ■Turchtloee St&ssien 1 . Bier etated that both HC2TTI* and Mast vers 
desperately tryinf to hare the * St Lawn* banned tor Trench authorities. In the 
opinion of Oder, HCfflTTL did not trust Mast in the Ponder affair and Bder 
believed that Mast does not hare any detailed knowledge of HCESTTL 1 s connections 
vlth Poager. 

Agent's Botes: In this Interrlev, as veil aa in the previoue one, Her has 

been aoet cooperative and has volunteered other lnforoatlon vhioh doss not 
pertain to this case. It is the opinion of this Agent that Bder is fully ever* 
of the fact that the representative free the "Acrt fuer 7ex^esx2ngeoohuts D in 
Bonn Is a cutout working under this carer for a U.S. intelligence agency In 
Garmny. During tbs interview, T&ar statsd repeatedly that he does not desire 
to work directly vlth U.S. Intelligence, but at the ease time he afforod his 
services to this Agent* 
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